
Preface 

About this manual 

Integrated campus recycling and waste management guide 
This manual provides state agencies, private and public colleges, and universities 
with a guide to how different facility types can divert various materials from landfill 
disposal.  It also covers the many facility types within individual campuses, such as 
administrations, bookstores, student housing, family housing, dining and food vendor 
areas, laboratories, classrooms, physical plant yards, facilities management yards, 
and sports complexes. It covers setting up programs, collections, and the processing 
of different material types such as office pack, corrugated cardboard, white paper, 
and bottles and cans. 

Many other institutions will have similar obstacles and challenges as they implement 
their waste management programs.  The manual will help readers establish the 
foundations of an effective program; topics covered include: 

• background information on waste management programs 

• instructions on how to obtain important resources 

• how to conduct waste assessments 

• how to start a program 

• developing and expanding a program 

• processing and selling the recyclables as a commodity 

• strategies for “buy recycled” initiatives 

Background 
The impetus for the development of this manual was a piece of legislation passed in 
California in 1999.  Assembly Bill 75 required all state agencies, including the 
California State University and Community College systems, to meet waste diversion 
goals of 25 percent by 2002 and 50 percent by 2004.   

According to the California Integrated Waste Management Board’s 1995 College and 
University Status Report, public college campuses account for 51 percent of the 
waste generated at state agencies. Most universities and colleges have some form of 
recycling program; however, they are not maximizing their waste diversion efforts.  
This manual, with its comprehensive scope and “how to” approach, will assist 
colleges and universities in increasing waste reduction and diversion.  
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Target audience 
The target audience for this manual includes campus administrators, waste and 
recycling coordinators or managers, and any professional tasked with implementing a 
recycling and waste management plan for an educational or corporate campus. The 
California Collegiate Recycling Council (CCRC), the University of California, 
Davis, the California Integrated Waste Management Board, and several college 
recycling and waste management professionals combined their expertise to create this 
manual. It contains critical information for colleges and universities on how to start a 
waste diversion program, and is intended to serve readers who are “just getting 
started” in the field.  However, it also includes technical information for more 
developed programs that want to maximize waste diversion efforts and maintain a 
sustainable recycling program. 
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